'THE REV. RUSS BLOWERS: 1924-2007

e Longt]me pastor '
saw churc 1 grow

By ;’-'rancesca 3arosz

francasca.jarosz@indystar.com
Russ Blowers, who in 45 years-
‘of minjstry mcreased alocal con-
“-gregation 30- fold through his
. love for people and passion for
spreadmg the Gospel, has died of -

: iagriosed. 111ness at a
* Northside hospital. e
", HeéwasB83 - :
© Blowers, who died Saturday
~ night, was ‘the longest-serving -
tninister at one of Cenfral Indi-
ana’s largest ~ congregations,
East 9lst Street  Christian
Church near Castleton Square’
Mall. \He was a  nationally .
known leader in the Christian
community. . _

In 45 years with the East ost
Street congregation, he shep-
herded the church’s. growth : RICH MfﬁfR/?he Star file phutu
.from about 150 members in -LGNG ENUR

Blowers had served East 91st

See Pastnr, Page 83 : Stfeet C isti ch '




& Blowers helped bring

_FromB1 . P

tended services Sunday.

national  outreach,
younger son, Paul, 52.
~ A friend of Billy Graham, the

- skills. He rarely forgot a name:
and spent countless hours mak--
ing hospital visits and helping pa- -
ers problems.
_ . Though in later years his.congre-+
1", gants numbered in the thou-’
-, sands, he had a knack for making: .

ishioners "~ solve

;> Over those years he performed
thousands of weddings, baptisms -
and funerals and molded his con-"
gregation into a “mission-mind-
ed” church with a focus on inter-
said  his - Association based in Albuquerque,’ * ( e st
' il gregation that woeuld become
. East 91st Street Christian Church. -

. Christian Theological Seminary.
- Military career: Joined the Army _ :
' > in 1950 to attend Chnistign Theo--

Rev. Blowers led the way in°
- bringing Graham to Indianapolis -
- on three separate crusades and -

* pastor of East 91st Street

+ Mafian, who developed Alz-~
“heimer's disease-in the mid-1990s. .
.- She died in 2004.

. personal connections.” - .
"¢ “Everybody in the church felt -
they were his friend”. said ‘Bob ° ‘cuirrent
‘Bowers had a passion for the
‘Gospel but conveyed it in a man- -
ner that was more akin to a
“teacher than "a fire-and-brim-

“stemmed from his keen pecple

‘ago after hearing him give a ser-
-mon. “What compelled s0 many
“people over the:years was ‘his
- ability to conmect” 0

© - RUSS BLOWERS .
Cdl Ager83. _ -
- -Hometown: Zanesville, Ohio.
.® bl ring .- Educatiom He attended Ohio , -
Billy Graham to Indianapolis. Uit . on .
S : : ¢+ 4 studying journalism and commerce :
: .. before realizing he had a calfing to
1951 to the riearly 4,500 who at- .
:  the nearly 500 who at . married, he moved to Indianapolis,

State University on the GI Bill, - -

attend seminary, After getting

where he did his graduate work at *

Air Forces when he was 18 and
was assigned as a ground crew-
man for the 55th Fighter Group

N.M. Served in World War Il
- Church career: He served as
Christian Church for 45 years, He
retired to take care of his wife, :

Walters, a close friend of Blowers’
who joined the church' six years .

Slowers was' born in Zanes-.'

;- 1948,

ville, Ohio, in June 1924, the same -
- ‘month and year the congregation
. he served throughout his life was

-# started. He grew up in White -
Cottage, Ohio, among a2 blue-col-
lar family of non-believers,

i, He served in London in the

:Army Air Forées during World -
- War II and returned to meet his
-wife, Marian, who introduced

him to his faith. They married in

Blowers cam¢ to Indianapolis
logical Seruitary, v 0 -
- Walters said Blowers was the
19th pastor to Tead the small con-

Back then the church, ‘called

- the ‘East 49th Street Christian
“Church, was in a ramshackle

building south 6f Broad Ripple.

‘Later that.-decade,’ the church
‘moved to a larger building across
~ the street and in 1977 cramped
. -for space, it moved 1o its current
Jocation on the Far Northside.

Derek Duncan, the church’s
senior  pastor, said

stofie preacher. - - :

“He had the heart of Billy
Graham, but he was a local shep-

~and emergency
him to deteriorate furt] .
;. Funeral services are pending.
- Call Star reporter

herd,” Duncan said. “He loved In-

" dianapolis, and he just wanted o
-shepherd the people here”

- After more than four decades
with' the congregation, 'Bowers

+ tetired in 1996. He remained an

active leader in the chirch and
community, . R
. Many said his post-retirement
ministry was - serving Marian,
who was stricken by Alzheimer’s

. disease in the early 1990s. After

she went to live in a retirement
home in 1997, he visited her daily
to share meals and sing 1o her. .
She diedin2004. . .~ ~ - .
. His dlder son, Phil, 56, said one
of the greatest lessons he learned
from his father was the impor-
tance of a faithful relationship
with his wife - B
-+ Last summer Blowers, his two
sons and his grandson, Colin, 17,
took a trip to England and Nor-
mandy, France, to visit the sites of

:his World War' IT days. When
‘they returned, Blowers fell ill and 3

never recovered. o

. "= Despite- several tests, doctors
could not diagnose his {llness. Iy
~the last three ‘weeks before his

death, his condition worsened,
surgery . caused
er.
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